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chief, Huitzilopochtli who afterward was deified as
the god of war. Upon reaching the spot, the Nahuas
observed a huge eagle resting upon a cactus and
holding a snake In Its talons, and with Its wings out-
spread to the sun. This was a good omen and the
people drove piles In the mud of the lake and estab-
lished the city. Another legend is to the effect that
the Aztecs sought refuge on the west shore of the
lake, and In the marsh discovered a sacrificial stone
on which a prisoner of war, Prince Copal, had been
sacrificed forty years previous. From a crack In
the altar a Nepal cactus had sprung up, and upon
this there perched an eagle. Considering this a pro-
pitious sign, the high priest dove into a pool and
there met the water-god, Tlaloc, who gave permission
to build the city. As Indians are greatly Influenced
by omens and signs it is not at all improbable that
the city was founded because of an eagle perching on
a cactus, and It Is quite fitting that the national em-
blem of Mexico should be an eagle holding a serpent
and resting on a cactus plant.
Whatever the truth may be as regards the estab-
lishment of the Aztec capital, it had grown to a
most imposing city at the time of the arrival of
Cortez. At that time it contained upward of sixty
thousand houses and over three hundred thousand
inhabitants, and was more than twelve miles in cir-
cumference. Several other towns of nearly equal
size were on the near-by islands and shores, and
"Greater Tenochtitlan" as it might have been called,
had a population totaling several millions. The city
was intersected by four broad avenues at right angles,
running north, east, south and west. Numerous